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Impact of Single-use Plastic Ban on Pkg, Other Sectors 
Km.AN J A i .AN 

I ntroduc tion 
"I< da)', as oa t iom 

ac.ross the world and 
lnclia make rele n t­
l es s  e fforts to 
address the menace 
as socia1cd w i t h  the use of 
p l a s rk packaging and manda te 
a backward switch . t he  i rony in 
r hc s i tua 1 ion is glaring! 

The imbeddcd pa rndox a so­
ciatcd wi r h  p l as tic i s th a ,  r h c  
cha racter i s tics that make i t  
h a rmfu l  f n r  l h c  enviro n m en I 
also rrrnkc ir , he most v i ahle 
:1 1 1d  econom ic mc :1 1 1 s  of p: tck­
aging, e sp ecia l l y  in rhc f ood & 
beverage i ndu s t r)'· Co > l -c ffcc­
r ivc n cs� �  req u i rem en t s o f  
u rban l i fcHylc, f ood sa fety 
� r: i n d:trds, g n l\v t-h in the 
p o: cessed f od m arke r ,  and 
r h c  n eed fo r c u s lumisa i  i on  in 
food and bcvernge pac k agi ng 
have increased its popu lari t y­
today, �ve ry aspect f con­
iumption i nvolves packagi ng 
wi t h  p las t ic . f f  fact. of t h e  
processed food and  dair y 
pro l uc t s  sn ld i n  I n dia, s i ngle ­
use p las tic packagi ng  is used 
for a n  O\'Crwhc lm ing 83% rnd 

90%, respec tively. 
A !though I ndia's 

consumption of 
plascic i . neg l igib le 
(one-ten t h  of the 
usage in de\'eloped 
economies. such as 
the  U and 1ml f of 

rhe  world total) , i t .  yearly co n ­
sumption of p l a � tic is - 1 4- 1 5 
m i l l i 11 t nnc ,  of wh ich 80% 
co rl\'ert s i n to  was te. A !so, of 
rhe  - 1 2 mill ion t 1'1J'le of p las ­
tic wa� rc gcnc rntcd a n nual ly, 
on ly. about  60% is col lec t ed . 

Recycling ector  
Punhcrn1orc

> 
as mos t  of the 

coun t r)"'s recyc l ing sec tor  is 
infor ,mol and unregula t ed , rhe 
resu l t i s  bu t obvious: we allow 
L h is remaining u nco l l ected 
waste (-4 . 7 m i l l ion ton n e  
yea rly) t o  con t ribu te t o  dog­
g i ng and pol lu 1 ing ou r  ccosys­
l cm ! I n fact: , I nd ia ran k s  
:11no 1 1g Lh · t o p  20 coun t ries i n  
world whose p l as t ic was te 
finds its way i n to the oc ·ans 
d ue I mismanagement  assoc i­
a ted w i t h 1 h e  col lec t i on ,  recy­
c l ing, and  d i sp  sal of t he pl as­
r ic c 1 1 sumcd. 
To address the  problem an d 

amid internationa l at temp t s  to 
combat the  p las tic  menace, U1e 
G vernment of  Ind ia, on the 
\Y,/ rid Emironmen c Day rlfr 
ye:tr, took a s trong stand to  
p rioritise the environment  and 
dimi,rnte the Lise of single-use 
plas tic by 2022. i\ s of t0day. 
almos t 1 8  srn1. es in J. odia have 
announced a comp l e t e  ban on 
the manufacturing, upplr. and 
s torage of polythene bags :ind 

chcr single-use p l:tstic i tem 
s uch as  cups, p l a te s , spoons, 
and gla sses. Abou t  li"e more 
s rn  tcs have  passed a parr ia l  ban 
c n p l a s t ic ma nu foc1 uring and 
usage .  The  mo\'e was a bold 
one  and long overdue. l owcv­
· r, i ts impl cmcn rn t ion a nd

impact a r e  s t i l l  being s ub jec, 1 0
na tionwide scru t i n y. 

En te rpri c imcl Retailer 
Wh ile mu l r i n at ionals FIil .( ; 

and organ ised rel.ai l p layers a rc 
c mm i t tcd toward s th · use of  
envi ronmen ta l ly friend l y pack­
aging, it is 1 hc sma l le r locn l and 
uno rganised sccrnr p l ayers 
th a t  a rc s t rnggl i ng 10 find cos t ­
c ffcc 1 i\'c al t ernat ives. 

A l r hough c u r ren l ly exemp t  
cd from the  ban ,  l arge e11 1 e r  

p rises face ex t remely big chal ­
lenges in the p rocess of e l imi­
m, r ing pla s o ic, t he mos ,  ind is­
pen sab le packaging mar rial .  
T h e  p rimary chal lenge i s  sig­
n i fiGm r rise  in manufactu ring 
cos ts ,  i ndud ing expenses rc l a 1 -
ed to p rocu rcmenr nf raw 
ma te ria l s and change in pro­
duction and  packag ing eyu ip ­
mcn t .  Report s uggcst 1 h a t  
packaging cos t could rise a s  
h igh as 2 0  r imes 1 h c  cu r rent 
cos t  depend ing on  the al terna­
t ive packaging  so lu tion. i\ ddi ­
ri na l ly t h e  ina l  i L i ty to s t o tc or 
sell p r  cessed f ood in p l as tic 
packaging solu t ion s can l ead to 
shom: r  shel f l ife of food and 
beverages nnJ h igher chances 
of  wnsrngc.

En t erpri ses c:1nno1 s h i ft r hc 
en tire c st burden to con­
sumers for majority ,f prnd­
ucts. Thus, w i t h  ur govern­
ment  supporl ,  t hese compan ies 
wi l l  have ro absorb , odcliri < lna l  
expenses,  which wi l l impac, 
t h eir margin s. This can also 
mak · smal l SK U s, : , key cum­
pnnenr o f  the I ndi : on rer : i i l  
la ndscape, u nviablc or en ter­
prises . Con sumers will be con ­
fronted with r h c  (h igh ly p roba­
ble) removal of sm a l l  purchas­
ing p roJuct packs if entcrp ris ·s 
ar · unable 10 find cos t -e ffec t ive 
methods for packaging. The 
impac t wi l l  be dc t rimcnrnl for 
price scn s i r iv wage earners 
and lower income groups hcav-
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Jndia!i taste . . .

Some of the evident attributes of our spices and spice blends are : Aroma & flavor, Superior qua lity 
raw materia l, Hyg ienically processed, 100% Purity No adulteratio n, Longer shelf life. 

The entire range of p roducts is available in conven ient packages ranging from- SOgms to 500 g ms. 

I Factory: 8 / 9 ,  Umiya Industrial Estate ,  Kaps i  (B), 
Bhandara Road , Nagpur- 440 04 1 (M.S . )  

Ph . : (071 09) 278423,  278535 
I Correspondence & Office: 56, Old Bagadganj, 

Nagpur- 440 008 Ph . :  (071 2) 2771 707 
Consumer Care Executive: (071 09) 278535 

e-mai l - waghmare .sp ices@gmail .com
www.waghmareloods.com 
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